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K-Travel Tech Summit (by RSVP)

November 26th

Main Stage

November 27th

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Registration Opens for K-Travel Tech Summit & WiT Seoul

11:00 AM - 11:10 AM

On A Welcoming Note


Speake rs :

Kim Dong-il

Executive Vice President of Tourism Industry Division

Korea Tourism Organization (KTO)

Kim Geunho

Director General, Tourism Industry Policy Bureau

Ministry of Culture, Sports & Tourism

11:10 AM - 11:20 AM

Kick-Off [E]


Speake rs :

Yeoh Siew Hoon

Founder

WiT

Min Yoon

CEO & Founder

TIDESQUARE

11:20 AM - 11:45 AM

Startup Story: Building “Hotels Without Strangers” [E]


Learn from a new generation entrepreneur building “hotels without strangers” in one of the most

traditional of hotel markets. The Taiwan-born hotelier launched a new-breed Japanese hospitality

brand with three co-founders in 2020 and have since grown to a totla of nine locations across Tokyo,

having hosted more than 100,000 guests. Hear about his experience, lessons learned and advice he

has for Korean entrepreneurs.

I n t e r v i ewe r :

Yeoh Siew Hoon

Founder

WiT

Speake r :

Howard Ho

Co-founder & CEO

Section L

11:45 AM - 12:15 PM

Investors’ Talk: Funding The Next Generation [E]


We blend perspectives from local and regional investors to �nd out how they are thinking of betting on

the next wave of travel startups, where they see the opportunities are and how they are adding value to

the ecosystem.

Modera to r :

Timothy Hughes

Vice President, Corporate Development

Agoda

Speake rs :

Nicholas Cocks

Partner

Velocity Ventures

Hyuck-Tae Kwon

Founder & CEO

Auburndale Ventures

Kei Shibata

CEO & Co-founder

Venture Republic – TRAVEL.jp & Trip101

12:15 PM - 12:25 PM

State of Travel Startups [E]


The travel tech startup ecosystem remains strong, despite some challenges with access to funding.

Hear from Phocuswright on the state of travel funding and new products and technology trends from

Phocuswright/WiT’s Global Startup Competition winners.

Speake r :

Eugene Ko

Director, Marketing & Communications

Phocuswright

12:25 PM - 1:15 PM

Startup Showcase by Korea Tourism Organization, Part 1 [E]


We put the spotlight on startups, curated by the KTO. Each will have 5 minutes to pitch, followed by a 3-

min Q&A with our dragons, who will then select the top 2 winners and they will win the opportunity to

present at a future WiT event.

Presen te r s :

Sangpom Lee

CSO

Alicorn, Inc.

Miyeon Kim

Global Director

AmuseTravel

Steven Park

Senior Manager, Global Business

DOWHAT

Dongwoo Hong

CEO

Don’t Worry Village

Mitch Choi

Founder & CEO

Movv

Fac i l i t a to r :

Sunny Chang

Director, Global Business Development

TIDESQUARE

Dragons :

Nicholas Cocks

Partner

Velocity Ventures

Timothy Hughes

Vice President, Corporate Development

Agoda

Hyuck-Tae Kwon

Founder & CEO

Auburndale Ventures

Jang Minjun

Deputy Director

Korea Tourism Organization (KTO)

1:15 PM - 2:15 PM

Lunch

2:15 PM - 2:40 PM

Coffee Chat: Building A Next Generation OTA [E]


He built a career in a global OTA and took lessons from that to build his own next generation model

OTA. But disruption comes in cycles, and this is a big moment of disruption. How does he intend to

stay ahead of the curve and fend off the next generation models to come?

I n t e r v i ewe r :

Yeoh Siew Hoon

Founder

WiT

Speake r :

Jiha Jung

Founder & CEO

Tripbtoz

2:40 PM - 3:30 PM

Startup Showcase by Korea Tourism Organization, Part 2 [E]


We put the spotlight on startups, curated by the KTO. Each will have 5 minutes to pitch, followed by a 3-

min Q&A with our dragons, who will then select the top 2 winners and they will win the opportunity to

present at a future WiT event.

Presen te r s :

Michael Shin

Co-founder & CEO

MNM Hospitality

Hyojeong Kim

CEO

NomadHer

Jaehoon Jang

Head of Global Business

ONDA Inc

Mike Lee

CEO/Founder

Riad Corporation

Myeong Jun John Kim

CEO

Tripbuilder

Fac i l i t a to r :

Sunny Chang

Director, Global Business Development

TIDESQUARE

Dragons :

Nicholas Cocks

Partner

Velocity Ventures

Timothy Hughes

Vice President, Corporate Development

Agoda

Hyuck-Tae Kwon

Founder & CEO

Auburndale Ventures

Jang Minjun

Deputy Director

Korea Tourism Organization (KTO)

3:30 PM - 3:40 PM

Hangeul & Hanbok: An Entrepreneur’s Journey


Meet Korean fashion entrepreneur Rieul Kim and learn about his dream to create a globally recognized,

iconic luxury brand through Korean design. Recognized in 2023’s Forbes 30 under 30 and known for

his iconic ’21st century Hanbok’, dressing �gures from BTS to presidential candidates, he’s

collaborated with brands such as Pepsi, Korean Air and McLaren Automotives. What learnings can

entrepreneurs glean from his experiences as he continues his efforts to harmonize Korean food,

clothing and architecture to create Korea’s number one brand?

Speake r :

Rieul Kim

Designer/CEO

Brand Rieul

3:40 PM - 4:05 PM

Korea’s Startup Landscape: The Next Generation [K]


Korea’s next generation is driven by a strong entrepreneurial spirit, with an impressive 23.4% rise in

university students launching their own startups from 2022 to 2023. We highlight three innovative

Korean startups that are reshaping the travel, leisure, and technology sectors. Discover what

challenges they face and how they intend to navigate the rapidly evolving landscape of global travel.

Modera to r :

Sunny Chang

Director, Global Business Development

TIDESQUARE

Speake rs :

Jason Jangbaek Lee

CEO

Orange Square

Haemin Yim

CEO

Creatrip

Chulho Lee

CEO

LALA STATION

4:05 PM - 4:15 PM

Google: Navigating Search, Startups and Strategies [K]


Google Korea shares insight into how to effectively utilize global platforms, engage with emerging

travel trends and attract inbound travellers, offering advice for next-generation entrepreneurs and

startups looking to make their mark in the industry.

Speake r :

Jessica Park

Global Product Partnerships

Google Korea

4:15 PM - 4:40 PM

From Startup To Scaleup: 10 Years On [E]


It’s been 10 years since this entrepreneur and his brother co-started their tours and activities

technology company in Singapore in 2014. Since then, it’s expanded its technology product and

services to South-east Asia and beyond, with South Korea and Japan in their sights. And needless to

say, it’s been through a lot of ups and downs, trying to digitise a very fragmented and immature market.

But 10 years on, it’s managed to scale enough to build critical mass. What are the lessons learned and

how will it take on the next 10 years as the tours and activities sector matures?

I n t e r v i ewe r :

Yeoh Siew Hoon

Founder

WiT

Speake r :

Chan Chee Chong

CEO & Co-founder

GlobalTix

4:40 PM - 4:45 PM

It’s A Wrap

4:45 PM - 6:00 PM

Cocktails hosted by Korea Tourism Organization

WiT is a wholly owned subsidiary of

Northstar Travel Group, LLC.
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